CHAPTER XXIV
I SHALL not here enter into details as to the political changes •which resulted from the battle of Austerlitz and the Peace of Pressburg. The Emperor proceeded to Vienna and then to Munich, to be present at the marriage of his stepson, Eug&ne de Beanharnais, with the daughter of the King of Bavaria. It appeared that the despatches with which we were entrusted to that Court referred to the marriage, for we could not have been better received. We stayed, however, but a few hours at Munich, and went on to 9Ulm, where we found the 7th division and Marshal Augereau. There we stayed a fortnight.
In order to bring the 7th corps gradually nearer to Electoral Hesse, Prussia's close ally, Napoleon gave orders that it should move to Heidelberg. We arrived there towards the end of December, and began the year 1806 there, but after a short stay the division moved on to Darmstadt, the capital of the Landgrave of Hesse-Darmstadt; a prince who, both by blood and in policy, was allied to the King of Prussia. Although that monarch had accepted Hanover and concluded an alliance with Napoleon, he had done it with reluctance, and dreaded the approach of the French army.
Marshal Augereau, before entering the territory of Darmstadt, thought it his duty to give notice to the Land-grave, and sent me with the letter. I had not more than fifteen leagues to go, which I covered in a night, but on reaching Darmstadt I found that the Landgrave, influenced by hints that the French wished to get possession of his person. had left the residence for another part of his state, whence he could easily take refuge in Prussia. I was annoyed at finding him gone, but learning that the Landgravine wasto save his country from utter ruin, begged an interview of the French Emperor, and Napoleon agreeing, had halted at the village of Nasiedlowitz. The interview took place on the 4th, near the mill of Poleny, between the French and Austrian lines. I was present at this memorable meeting. Napoleon, starting very early from the chateau with his staff, was the first at the place of meeting. He dismounted and was strolling about when, seeing the Emperor of Austria approaching, hJ went towards him and embraced him cordially. A strange sight .for the philosopher to reflect on ! An Emperor of Germanyer with a decoration. The poor fellow could not help himself, having got a bullet through his thigh, and his blood had stained the ice floe which supported him. It was a horrible sight. Seeing a numerous staff surrounded by guards, the man judged thatuld swim. Men and horses struggled in the
